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In an interview with Mr. Davis himself, he said that his motivation 
for this whole campaign was that, quote, "I really liked the idea of 
helping others. It's such a selfless act. What I've taught to a lot of my 
students, is Gandhi's quote, 'be the change you'd like to see in this 
world'. I'd like for my students to just do some nice things and make 
the whole school happier." What Mr. Davis has seen at middle school, 
had definitely made changes to students in our school. What some 
of our student council members ended up doing was, mostly helping 
chores and homework, and some few that gave food and presents to 
people. Some actually showed genuine care and love, by listening to, 
and giving advice to people's worries and concerns.

This campaign is something that all students should learn 
from.
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Pay it Forward 
Campaign

Recently, our Pay it forward 
campaign, led by Mr. Davis, 
was held. Initiated by our 
school's student council 
members, the Pay it forward 
campaign asked students to 
do 3 nice things to anyone in 
our school. What Mr. Davis 
wanted was a truly generous 
and significant deed. Trivial 
acts like buying food, or 
opening a door for someone 
doesn't count as a significant 
deed. The whole campaign 
was actually from a book 
called 'Pay it forward'. In 
the plot, it shows the main 
character, Trevor, devising 
a plan for a pay it forward 
campaign for his social studies 
homework. The campaign 
we have held and Trevor's are 
exactly alike.
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The Basketball 
Season has 
Officially Began

  
 
 

     The History of Basketball spans over 115 
years. From the early beginnings of the game, 
when peach baskets served as hoops, to the 
modern action-packed game – basketball has 
evolved and grown more than any other sport. 
The game was established fairly quickly It was 
popular during the 20th century beginning 
first in America and then throughout the 
world, including SPAS. 
     Our school’s basketball season just began, 
and a basketball try-out was organized to 
decide who will make the team. Artem, who 
is one of the players who made the team said, 
“I want to play sports, so I applied to basket-
ball player. And, I am really tall so that I could 
easily throw a three-pointer. I think basketball 
is very interesting. My goal is to become one 
of the good basketball players at SPAS.”
            Diana, a member of the girls’ basketball 
team said, “I was basketball player last semes-
ter, so I applied. And, I want to lose my weight 
as I play basketball. I am so excited. I want to 
make the SPAS basketball team the best”
     It seems that all of the players are already 
excited to be a part of the basketball team. 
And we will definitely be looking forward to 
the upcoming games.

     How to Ease your Transition 
into SPAS

     As the school year goes, new students are 
adjusting to SPAS. Some students already seem 
to have adjusted to their lives in SPAS, however, 
there are always students struggling to be a part 
of a school, to get good grades, and to make 
friends.  
Here are simple ways to acclimate themselves to 
a new school:
First, students should not skip out on orienta-
tion.
They can be more comfortable in a new envi-
ronment, and get to know several teachers in 
advance. But, most importantly, students can use 
orientation as a social opportunity, for students 
to make more friends before classes begin. 
Second, get friendly with upper-classmen.
Another leg-up in high school is to know up-
per-classmen. Since upperclassmen have been 
going to the school for a couple of years, they 
can inform new students how to behave around 
certain teachers, and the game plans for certain 
classes.
Third, find a club to join.
It is not foolish to start off with five or six clubs. 
Students can see which ones they like the most 
and drop the rest later. Make sure the club you 
choose is something you're genuinely interested 
in. 

3. Library needs to be open for SPAS students. ( 
Now students can go to library during study hall if 
they have privilege) 
4. Students need more weekend activities.
5. Students have to have a campus wide reading 
program.
6. Parents need a better understanding of SPAS 
discipline program.
7. Parents want to see MAP test scores in Power 
School.
By this meeting, Mr. Carey recognized that parents 
are seeing much improvement at SPAS and they 
loved the videos from the Multimedia. Lastly, Mr. 
Carey said that he is always welcome open to com-
munications with students and parents.

Korean Parent Meeting

O n November 6th, 2015 Mr. Carey 
went to South Korea to have a parent 
meeting. Overall, Mr. Carey felt great 

satisfaction about the meeting. The meetings 
are getting bigger and better, and more people 
are sharing their thoughts on how to make 
SPAS better. Some major topics that were 
mentioned in the meeting include:
1. Improving Saturday Chinese class.
2. School needs more productive volunteer 
club or school sponsored activities.



      In light of these events, the world has 
joined hands in a display of support for France 
by displaying French colors on key govern-
ment buildings, and voicing their sympathy 
and prayers online. 

      Just days after the Paris attacks, several 
other similar attacks were carried out on a 
street in Beirut, a nightclub in Lebanon, and 
a hotel in Mali. The rapid succession of these 
massacres are especially alarming, because 
they suggest that ISIS's threats to the U.S. and 
multiple other countries, may not have been 
just empty words. 

  

   

     Four letters have struck fear throughout the world 
recently, a name which is linked to several horrific 
terrorist attacks that happened just a few days ago all 
around the world. ISIS- the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria. ISIS is composed of the remnants of a defeated 
Al-Qaeda; of which U.S. Navy SEALS eliminated the 
leader of in May 2011, and another entity, “¬ Jama'at 
al-Tawhid wal-Jihad.” They are a militant group, who 
believes in their own specific interpretation of Islam. 

They are a self proclaimed nation-state, complete with 
their own societal infrastructure; including medical 
care and educational centres. 

ISIS has claimed responsibility in a statement for a 
plethora of massacres that have caught the worlds eye. 
A 7-pronged terrorist attack was executed on the city 
of Paris on the 13th of Friday this month, a date which 
may have been chosen specifically due to its denotation 
of bad luck. The attack, which included the bombing of 
a filled soccer stadium, and the shooting of cafés and 
restaurants left over 120 dead and approximately 350 
wounded. 1,500 French troops were brought into Paris 
immediately to secure the area.

 ISIS and the attacks on Paris

Hotel Attack in Mali 

O n November 20th, 2015 at the 
Radisson Blu Hotel in Bamako, 

gunmen opened fire on guests, 
killing at least 20 people. Telegraph 
discovered on November 23rd, that 
the perpetrators were searching 
the hotel to take the lives of France 
airlines' employees. According to an 
interview, armed men came to the 
hotel and forced security guards to 
tell which floor the employees were 
on. The security guard deliberately 
told them the wrong floor number. 
Soon enough, they realized that it was 
the wrong number, came back to the 
security guard, and shot him.

   The whole terror attack was a retaliation of France's 
military plans that countered South Mali's Islamic 
fundamentalists. The gunmen that raided the hotel, 
witnesses told, shouted "Allahu Akbar", as then shot 
people that gathered for breakfast. 19 hostages from 
various countries were killed, along with 2 of the 
perpetrators. Islamist militant group Al Mourabitoun 
claimed it carried out the attack together with al Qae-
da in the Islamic Maghreb, according to the Al Akhbar 
news agency. 
   The hotel might have been targeted because of the 
diplomats' meetings held in the hotel. Head of the 
U.N. mission in Mali, Mongi Hamdi, said, "I think 
this attack has been perpetrated by negative forces, 
terrorists, who do not want to see peace in Mali."



   Whether Beijing likes it or not, 
it is at war with ISIS, and they 
have been for some time now. ISIS 
and Al-Qaeda officially declared 
war on China late October 2014. 
Since then, numerous bombings, 
knife attacks and a recent hostage 
situation in China has made this 
war more and more apparent.  
ISIS recently came out with po-
tential evidence that they may be 
holding Chinese citizens against 
their will. 
   According to comments made 
in July by Chinese diplomat Wu 
Sike, approximately 100 Chinese 
citizens may be fighting for ISIS
   The loyalty of every nation’s citi-
zens is being tested right now, 

Meeting Between President Xi and                    
President Ma

War: China vs ISIS
and ISIS seems to be winning. 
At least, that is what their rapid 
recruitment rates suggest. 
   China has met with world lead-
ers in a meeting that took place 
in Tajikistan to discuss possible 
solutions to the ISIS threat. At the 
meeting President of China, Xi 
Jinping emphasized “(We) should 
make concerted efforts to crack 
down on the ‘three evil forces’ of 
terrorism, extremism and separa-
tism.” 
   If countries are capable of 
ignoring shallow differences and 
working together, there may be 
hope to crush this common foe. 

   Breaking their nearly seven dec-
ades of estrangement, the leaders 
of Taiwan and China plan to meet 
in Singapore on Saturday – the 
first such encounter between the 
two sides since the National Par-
ty lost the Chinese civil war in 
1949 and retreated to the island. 
The president Xi called the meet-
ing a “historic day” and referred 
to Taiwan and mainland China as 
“brothers who are still connect-
ed by our flesh even if our bones 
are broken.” “We are sitting here 
today to prevent a historic trage-
dy from happening again and to 
keep the fruits of peaceful de-
velopment between the two sides 
from being lost,” he added. 
   These days, opinion sur-
veys in Taiwan show a 
majority of Taiwan’s 
twenty-three mil-
lion people want to 
maintain the demo-
cratic island’s sepa-
rate status from the 
mainland. However, 
communist leaders in 
Beijing continue to regard 
Taiwan as a breakaway province 
that must eventually be reunit-
ed with the mainland. President 
XI said, “Both sides belong to 

one country …. That fact and legal 
basis has never changed and will 
never change.” The Xi-Ma meeting 
has sparked a wave of disparate re-
actions. Some people labelled it as 
historic as President Richard Nix-
on’s 1972 trip to China, which paved 
way for Washington and Beijing to 
restore diplomatic relations; others 
have denounced it as a self-serving 
ploy by Ma to burnish his legacy and 
give a boost to his party’s election 
prospects just two months before 
Taiwanese voters go to the polls to 
select a new president.
   On Saturday afternoon in Taipei, 
about 400 people protesting against 
Ma’s move to meet XI made speech-

es and waved banners on a bar-
ricaded, police-guarded 

street in front of the eco-
nomics affairs minis-
try. Although people’s 
opinions differ, this 
event has become a 
milestone of normal-

izing diplomatic rela-
tions with each other.

December 17th : Talent Show

December 18th : Parent 
Teacher Conference

December 28th : Application 
for Student council will be 
available

COMING SOON 

"Both sides 
belong to  one 
country ... that 

fact and legal basis 
has never changed 

and will never 
change."


